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MICHIGAN MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER INVOLVED/ASSOCIATED CRASHES 

Michigan had 65,005 reported motor vehicle-deer crashes during 2000.  2,147 people were injured and 8 
people were killed as a result of those collisions. Of the 65,474 vehicles involved, 40,901 (62.5%) were 
passenger cars, 16,656 (25.4%) were pickups, and 5,349 (8.2%) were minivans, vans, motorhomes.  All 
other vehicle types (including motorcycle, snowmobile, ORV/ATV, large trucks, moped) totaled 3.9 percent. 

Contrary to common belief, motor vehicle-deer crashes are happening most often in Michigan’s southern, 
heavily populated counties; Kent County had the highest number with 2,037 such crashes in 2000. 
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LIGHT CONDITION AND TIME OF DAY 
IN MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER CRASHES 

 All Crashes Fatal Crashes Injury Crashes PDO 

LIGHT CONDITION Number % of 
Total 

Number % of 
Fatal 

A B C Crashes 

Daylight 12,544 19.3 3 42.9 49 200 264 12,028 

Dawn 5,706 8.8 1 14.3 10 31 90 5,574 

Dusk 3,535 5.4 0 0.0 9 36 53 3,437 

Dark - Lighted 2,105 3.2 0 0.0 4 18 37 2,046 

Dark - Unlighted 40,353 62.1 3 42.9 62 286 688 39,314 

Other/Unknown  762 1.2 0 0.0 2 4 12 744 

Totals 65,005 100.0    7 100.0  136  575 1,144 63,143 

 

The seven fatal deer crashes in Michigan in 2000 occurred in dawn, daylight and dark-unlighted 
conditions.  All motor vehicle-deer involved/associated crashes peaked during the 6:00 PM - 8:59 
PM time period.  There were no fatal deer crashes during this time period.  One fatal crash 
occurred during an unknown time period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Time and Severity of All Motor Vehicle-Deer Crashes
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All Crashes 5,526 7,209 12,385 2,985 2,161 4,395 16,425 13,585
Fatal Crashes 2 2 0 1 0 1 0 0
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MONTHLY AND SEASONAL RATES 
FOR MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER CRASHES 

 
  

 All Crashes Fatal Crashes Injury Crashes PDO 

MONTH Number % of 
Total 

Number % of 
Fatal 

A B C Crashes 

January 5,376 8.3 0 0.0 7 15 79 5,275 

February 4,023 6.2 0 0.0 3 14 62 3,944 

March 3,553 5.5 0 0.0 5 35 66 3,447 

April 3,706 5.7 0 0.0 10 31 60 3,605 

May 4,848 7.5 2 28.6 9 54 101 4,682 

June 5,023 7.7 1 14.3 17 71 105 4,829 

July 3,504 5.4 0 0.0 21 68 76 3,339 

August 3,006 4.6 0 0.0 11 51 79 2,865 

September 5,047 7.8 0 0.0 5 68 95 4,879 

October 9,999 15.4 3 42.9 26 84 182 9,704 

November 11,813 18.2 1 14.3 18 64 191 11,539 

December 5,107 7.9 0 0.0 4 20 48 5,035 

Totals 65,005 100.0    7 100.0  136  575 1,144 63,143 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26,919 (41.4%) of all reported motor vehicle-deer collisions occurred during the fourth quarter of 
the year. 
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REPORTED STATEWIDE MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER CRASHES 
BY COUNTY IN MICHIGAN 

 
 

COUNTY 
 

All 
 

Fatal 
 

Injury 
Property 
Damage 

Inter-
state 

US 
Route 

State 
Route 

Local 
Street 

Persons 
Killed 

Persons 
Injured 

Alcona   531 0 13 518     0 15 

Alger   258 0 9 249     0 12 

Allegan   922 0 29 893     0 32 

Alpena   454 0 16 438     0 19 

Antrim   574 0 10 564     0 10 

Arenac   554 0 16 538     0 16 

Baraga   406 0 7 399     0 7 

Barry  1,336 0 36 1,300     0 45 

Bay   333 0 16 317     0 16 

Benzie   293 0 13 280     0 13 

Berrien   646 0 29 617     0 32 

Branch   962 0 28 934     0 36 

Calhoun  1,907 0 38 1,869     0 42 

Cass   710 0 21 689     0 29 

Charlevoix   622 0 13 609     0 13 

Cheboygan   397 1 17 379     2 20 

Chippewa   683 1 16 666     1 20 

Clare   854 0 29 825     0 31 

Clinton  1,023 0 26 997     0 27 

Crawford   432 0 12 420     0 13 

Delta  1,343 0 24 1,319     0 28 

Dickinson   866 0 10 856     0 11 

Eaton  1,275 0 40 1,235     0 46 

Emmet   564 0 14 550     0 17 

Genesee  1,150 0 38 1,112     0 42 

Gladwin   652 0 11 641     0 12 

Gogebic   217 0 11 206     0 14 

Grand Traverse  548 0 12 536     0 15 

Gratiot   710 0 26 684     0 30 

Hillsdale   992 0 29 963     0 34 

Houghton   459 0 12 447     0 13 

Huron   966 0 17 949     0 18 

Ingham  1,303 0 36 1,267     0 40 

Ionia  1,103 0 28 1,075     0 30 

Iosco   645 0 13 632     0 21 

Iron   669 0 19 650     0 23 

Isabella   983 0 27 956     0 33 

Jackson  1,938 1 42 1,895     1 51 

Kalamazoo  1,292 1 55 1,236     1 66 

Kalkaska   361 0 10 351     0 11 

Kent  2,037 0 77 1,960     0 88 

Keweenaw    29 0 3 26     0 4 

Lake   442 0 9 433     0 10 

Lapeer  1,308 0 48 1,260     0 55 

Leelanau   231 0 2 229     0 2 

Lenawee   735 0 21 714     0 23 
 

Data not available for calendar year 
2000 Roadway Type in Crash.  Please 
refer to the preface for details. 
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REPORTED STATEWIDE MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER CRASHES 
BY COUNTY IN MICHIGAN (Continued) 

 
COUNTY 

 
All 

 
Fatal 

 
Injury 

Property 
Damage 

Inter-
state 

US 
Route 

State 
Route 

Local 
Street 

Persons 
Killed 

Persons 
Injured 

Livingston  1,145 0 39 1,106     0 42 

Luce   198 0 5 193     0 7 

Mackinac   567 0 15 552     0 19 

Macomb   573 0 28 545     0 32 

Manistee   633 1 12 620     1 13 

Marquette   655 0 18 637     0 22 

Mason   885 0 17 868     0 21 

Mecosta  1,376 0 25 1,351     0 32 

Menominee  1,428 1 42 1,385     1 47 

Midland  1,006 0 31 975     0 33 

Missaukee   529 0 11 518     0 11 

Monroe   282 0 15 267     0 15 

Montcalm  1,541 0 27 1,514     0 29 

Montmorency  202 0 4 198     0 4 

Muskegon   721 0 16 705     0 18 

Newaygo   821 0 21 800     0 21 

Oakland  1,638 1 54 1,583     1 65 

Oceana   488 0 12 476     0 12 

Ogemaw   685 0 17 668     0 22 

Ontonagon   541 0 10 531     0 16 

Osceola   966 0 27 939     0 29 

Oscoda   203 0 10 193     0 18 

Otsego   313 0 11 302     0 13 

Ottawa  1,007 0 30 977     0 33 

Presque Isle   402 0 6 396     0 6 

Roscommon   697 0 11 686     0 12 

Saginaw   903 0 29 874     0 33 

St. Clair   981 0 36 945     0 41 

St. Joseph   655 0 16 639     0 19 

Sanilac   942 0 23 919     0 24 

Schoolcraft   425 0 7 418     0 8 

Shiawassee   876 0 32 844     0 35 

Tuscola   917 0 22 895     0 29 

Van Buren   726 0 28 698     0 33 

Washtenaw  1,244 0 70 1,174     0 79 

Wayne   407 0 28 379     0 42 

Wexford   564 0 16 548     0 20 

UNKNOWN  148 0 6 142     0 7 

Totals 65,005    7 1,855 63,143        8 2,147 

 
 
 
 

Data not available for calendar year 
2000 Roadway Type in Crash.  Please 
refer to the preface for details. 
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