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MICHIGAN MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER INVOLVED/ASSOCIATED CRASHES 

Michigan had 62,535 reported motor vehicle-deer crashes during 1995.  2,193 people were injured and 8 
people were killed as a result of those collisions. 65.3 percent of the vehicles were passenger cars. 

Contrary to common belief, motor vehicle-deer crashes are happening most often in Michigan’s southern, 
heavily populated counties; Kent County had the highest number with 1,976 such crashes in 1995. 
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Vehicle-Deer Crashes 
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LIGHT CONDITION AND TIME OF DAY 
IN MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER CRASHES 

 All Crashes Fatal Crashes Injury PDO 

LIGHT CONDITION Number % of 
Total 

Number % of 
Fatal 

A B C  

Daylight 11,809 18.9 1 14.3 45 204 306 11,253 

Dawn 4,881 7.8 1 14.3 13 29 74 4,764 

Dusk 3,244 5.2 0 0.0 7 34 44 3,159 

Dark - Lighted 1,867 3.0 0 0.0 4 12 34 1,817 

Dark - Unlighted 39,848 63.7 5 71.4 80 304 664 38,795 

Other/Unknown  886 1.4 0 0.0 2 9 12 863 

Totals 62,535 100.0    7 100.0  151  592 1,134 60,651 

 

Five of the seven fatal deer crashes in Michigan in 1995 occurred in dark, unlighted conditions.  
All motor vehicle-deer involved/associated crashes peaked during the 6:00 - 8:59 PM time period.  
Fatal deer crashes peaked during the late evening hours (9:00 - 11:59 PM). 

Time and Severity
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MONTHLY AND SEASONAL RATES 
FOR MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER CRASHES 

 
  

 All Crashes Fatal Crashes Injury PDO 

MONTH Number % of 
Total 

Number % of 
Fatal 

A B C  

January 4,337 6.9 0 0.0 5 22 55 4,255 

February 2,689 4.3 0 0.0 3 10 32 2,644 

March 3,329 5.3 0 0.0 6 25 51 3,247 

April 3,256 5.2 0 0.0 7 40 59 3,150 

May 4,385 7.0 0 0.0 15 68 92 4,210 

June 4,557 7.3 0 0.0 23 88 103 4,343 

July 3,011 4.8 3 42.9 17 41 76 2,874 

August 2,259 3.6 0 0.0 13 41 61 2,144 

September 4,837 7.7 0 0.0 12 55 83 4,687 

October 9,834 15.7 1 14.3 30 80 190 9,533 

November 12,801 20.5 0 0.0 18 86 222 12,475 

December 7,240 11.6 3 42.9 2 36 110 7,089 

Totals 62,535 100.0    7 100.0  151  592 1,134 60,651 
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Crashes involving deer occurred most frequently during the second quarter (19.5%) and the fourth 
quarter (47.8%) of the year for a total of 67 percent of all reported motor vehicle-deer collisions.   
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REPORTED STATEWIDE MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER CRASHES 
BY COUNTY IN MICHIGAN 

 
 

COUNTY 
 

All 
 

Fatal 
 

Injury 
Property 
Damage 

Inter-
state 

US 
Route 

State 
Route 

Local 
Street 

Persons 
Killed 

Persons 
Injured 

Alcona   540 0 10 530 0 82 124 334 0 12 

Alger   253 0 3 250 0 35 142 76 0 4 

Allegan  1,039 0 31 1,008 68 71 154 746 0 39 

Alpena   513 0 9 504 0 68 96 349 0 10 

Antrim   520 0 14 506 0 107 101 312 0 18 

Arenac   461 0 19 442 22 131 26 282 0 22 

Baraga   421 0 13 408 0 144 84 193 0 17 

Barry  1,226 0 39 1,187 0 0 396 830 0 43 

Bay   296 0 5 291 12 18 45 221 0 6 

Benzie   298 0 10 288 0 72 58 168 0 14 

Berrien   661 0 28 633 77 128 75 381 0 31 

Branch   813 0 26 787 74 58 44 637 0 32 

Calhoun  1,615 0 35 1,580 191 0 220 1,204 0 46 

Cass   792 0 30 762 1 52 244 495 0 38 

Charlevoix   591 0 6 585 0 152 102 337 0 6 

Cheboygan   439 0 21 418 70 30 104 235 0 27 

Chippewa   692 0 17 675 59 0 263 370 0 20 

Clare   814 0 20 794 0 165 143 506 0 21 

Clinton   858 0 24 834 95 110 41 612 0 26 

Crawford   392 0 4 388 57 7 129 199 0 4 

Delta  1,063 0 27 1,036 0 246 206 611 0 34 

Dickinson  1,025 0 16 1,009 0 292 289 444 0 19 

Eaton  1,287 0 39 1,248 117 42 343 785 0 46 

Emmet   542 0 19 523 0 125 50 367 0 21 

Genesee  1,133 0 33 1,100 126 35 153 819 0 35 

Gladwin   546 0 21 525 0 0 199 347 0 24 

Gogebic   218 0 8 210 0 115 28 75 0 9 

Grand Traverse  485 0 9 476 0 51 86 348 0 11 

Gratiot   602 0 14 588 0 108 101 393 0 16 

Hillsdale  1,031 0 24 1,007 0 83 207 741 0 29 

Houghton   337 0 16 321 0 69 119 149 0 19 

Huron  1,050 0 23 1,027 0 0 395 655 0 25 

Ingham  1,123 0 24 1,099 96 81 120 826 0 26 

Ionia   952 1 21 930 76 0 233 643 1 28 

Iosco   592 0 19 573 0 73 165 354 0 22 

Iron   730 0 16 714 0 179 251 300 0 19 

Isabella  1,033 2 22 1,009 0 97 103 833 2 27 

Jackson  1,699 0 61 1,638 71 113 245 1,270 0 69 

Kalamazoo  1,402 0 33 1,369 53 121 105 1,123 0 35 

Kalkaska   340 0 13 327 0 31 82 227 0 16 

Kent  1,976 0 61 1,915 109 101 298 1,468 0 72 

Keweenaw    39 0 1 38 0 16 11 12 0 1 

Lake   343 0 7 336 0 54 51 238 0 7 

Lapeer  1,040 0 33 1,007 70 0 231 739 0 41 

Leelanau   313 0 8 305 0 0 102 211 0 8 

Lenawee   801 0 25 776 0 165 155 481 0 30 
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REPORTED STATEWIDE MOTOR VEHICLE-DEER CRASHES 
BY COUNTY IN MICHIGAN (Continued) 

 
COUNTY 

 
All 

 
Fatal 

 
Injury 

Property 
Damage 

Inter-
state 

US 
Route 

State 
Route 

Local 
Street 

Persons 
Killed 

Persons 
Injured 

Livingston  1,150 0 69 1,081 110 62 116 862 0 83 

Luce   204 0 4 200 0 0 101 103 0 4 

Mackinac   525 0 19 506 61 111 170 183 0 21 

Macomb   580 0 32 548 28 0 115 437 0 38 

Manistee   518 0 11 507 0 91 122 305 0 13 

Marquette   839 1 32 806 0 218 169 452 2 41 

Mason   732 0 22 710 0 210 8 514 0 25 

Mecosta  1,610 0 25 1,585 0 251 309 1,050 0 27 

Menominee  1,278 0 35 1,243 0 389 131 758 0 38 

Midland   885 0 23 862 0 68 84 733 0 28 

Missaukee   529 0 9 520 0 0 155 374 0 13 

Monroe   348 1 19 328 30 83 24 211 1 21 

Montcalm  1,464 0 33 1,431 0 42 422 1,000 0 42 

Montmorency  249 0 7 242 0 0 109 140 0 7 

Muskegon   693 0 33 660 10 84 72 527 0 39 

Newaygo   964 0 22 942 0 0 285 679 0 27 

Oakland  1,331 0 44 1,287 109 14 155 1,053 0 48 

Oceana   577 0 22 555 0 144 53 380 0 27 

Ogemaw   655 0 15 640 65 0 164 426 0 17 

Ontonagon   651 0 12 639 0 155 301 195 0 15 

Osceola   991 1 30 960 0 209 185 597 1 32 

Oscoda   254 0 9 245 0 0 94 160 0 11 

Otsego   278 0 12 266 45 0 35 198 0 14 

Ottawa  1,026 0 23 1,003 88 55 102 781 0 23 

Presque Isle   504 0 9 495 0 126 111 267 0 12 

Roscommon   496 0 15 481 66 45 77 308 0 16 

Saginaw   814 0 32 782 35 0 203 576 0 35 

Sanilac  1,058 0 33 1,025 0 0 401 657 0 38 

Schoolcraft   283 0 12 271 0 90 106 87 0 13 

Shiawassee   692 0 30 662 69 0 162 461 0 39 

St. Clair   848 0 37 811 95 0 125 628 0 39 

St. Joseph   679 0 24 655 0 92 147 440 0 29 

Tuscola   890 0 21 869 0 0 294 596 0 24 

Van Buren   795 0 32 763 90 0 205 500 0 37 

Washtenaw  1,343 1 71 1,271 61 113 145 1,024 1 81 

Wayne   319 0 23 296 37 14 33 235 0 31 

Wexford   515 0 17 498 0 62 203 250 0 18 

UNKNOWN   32 0 2 30 0 0 0 32 0 2 

Totals 62,535    7 1,877 60,651 2,443 6,355 12,612 41,125    8 2,193 
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